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• Overview DCU

• Our Energy Journey

• Challanges



DCU



The Numbers

2,500

Established in 1980, DCU has 80 Programmes across Five Faculties  
❖ DCU Business School, 
❖ DCU Institute of Education, 
❖ Faculty of Science and Health, 
❖ Faculty of Engineering and Computing
❖ Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Staff



Sustainability at DCU

－Initial Sustainable Development Policy in 2010/2011

－Created Sustainability Position in 2013

－RCE Dublin 2014

－FEE/An Taisce Green Campus Programme

－First Green Campus Flag in 2014

－Renewed and extended in 2017

－2017 : Sustainability at the Core



Our Energy Journey

－SEAI Public Sector Energy Partnership Programme

－Upskilling of key staff

－DCU Energy Policy & ISO 50001

－SEAI Better Energy Grants for Living Lab with Pilot Projects

－Campus wide engagement

－SEAI Sustainable Energy Community



Public Sector 







SEAI Better Energy Works Programme
Examples

Boiler UpgradesBMS Systems 

Insulation LED Lighting
200MWh in 
Multi-storey



2017 -> 2018

2017

2018

0.2% 7%
1%



DCU Energy Performance Indicator 2017





Campus wide engagement

－Sustainability Office

－Sustainability @ Staff/Student Orientation

－An Taisce Green Campus Programme 

－Display Energy Certificates

－Newsletter

－Info Screen

－T&L & Research links



Sustainable Energy Community  
SEC

－DCU Community Engagement

－Survey of home needs with home energy kits

－Identification of Register of opportunities

－Workshops on Grant applications

－Expand to Local community



Challenges
Growing University

• 20,000 students by 2022

• 70+ Buildings

• Refurbishments

• Extensions

• New Builds/NZEB

• Funding 

• Carbon Budgets



Carbon Footprint 2010 – 2015  

100% Energy 
focused 



Carbon Footprint 2017*

24,659  tCO2e 

*Not Fully Comprehensive – no procurement……

55% Scope 1 & 2



2018 – Preliminary data 

University of Cambridge
Total CO2eq in 2012/2013 

~25% Scope 1 & 2

50%+ 
Procurement



21% Scope 1 & 2

50%+ 
Procurement



Thank You


